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Abstract. The different social values and cultural lives of human beings have caused the
phenomenon of crime to differ between societies. The concept of crime has always been regarded
as an important problem in everyday and social life that has become complicated. It is arqued that
in the emergence of crime, it is mostly the psychological and sociological factors that are effective.
However, in addition to the various geographical features of the place where the crime occurs, the
effect of the socio-economic characteristics that the people living in the particular place interact
with the environment should not be overlooked either. As a matter of fact, these factors are some
of the factors that impact the number and type of crime in any given place.

Just as a crime occurs in a geographic location as a result of various variables, various
preventive factors should come together in an attempt to reduce the number of the crime
and prevent it from being committed in that place. In fact, perceiving crime as a duty of law
enforcement officers and seeking solutions only in this way is a method that is not realistic. In
order to prevent crime, which is a social event, many disciplines need to work together and the
results of these studies should be evaluated and implemented by the decision makers.

In this study, the spatial and temporal distribution of crimes against property, the general
characteristics of crimes against property, the numerical and proportional distribution of crimes
against property and the relationship between the geographic features affecting it and the crimes
against property were investigated and revealed in the Arag District Center of the Kastamonu
province within a period of three years (2016-2018). As a result of these data obtained in the study,
the reasons for the crimes committed against the property in the Ara¢ District Center, which
was the area of the investigation were examined and evaluated, and based on the findings, some
suggestions were made in order in an attempt to prevent the crimes and reduce their numbers.
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1. Introduction. The word ‘su¢’ (crime) is used in exchange of the Arabic word “clirim” and its
plural ‘ceraim’ (crimes). The criminal is called “miicrim” (criminal). The concept of Criminology,
which deals with crimes as well as the deviant behavior and which is also a discipline of crime science,
has passed down from the Arabic root “ciiriim” (crime) to English as “crime”.

According to the definition made by the International Criminology Congress in the Tokyo
meeting, crime is “a boundary mark drawn against obedience; it includes all kinds of verbal and
verbal behaviors committed with the intent of harming another” (Findikli: 2011). Nevertheless, it is
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also stated that crime is a multi-causal and complex phenomenon. The fact that this phenomenon of
crime cannot be explained with a single factor has led to the emergence of many theories from various
disciplines (IgliGiincen: 2011).

Even though the criminological studies included spatial variables until the 19thcentury, the
professional geographers were not included in these studies until the 1970s, when the behavioral
dimension of criminality began to be studied more comprehensively (Herbert: 1982). However, in the
human geography discipline, individual-society-space and crime phenomena (including the murders)
cover a wide range and attract the attention of multidimensional researches.One of these research
areas is the behavioral geography. Examining the perceptions, attitudes towards any environment
that an individual knows, senses or sees, and the impressions / images and understanding (s) built
by that individual in his/her mind as a pattern of all these with various approaches and methods are
included within the relevant field of behavioral geography, hence human geography (Ozgen, Bindak.
: 2017).

In addition to the scientific studies carried out by many branches of science on crime, geography
also makes important contributions to this field under the name of crime geography. In fact, it is not
possible to consider the criminal incidents independent from the characteristics of the population and
the geography, that is, the place we live in. Geography, which achieves certain results by synthesizing
the connection between the natural conditions and human factors, which have a great impact on our
lives, of the causes and consequences of the distribution of criminal events in the space, is also of great
importance in terms of crime geography.

Crime is not a new phenomenon. It is a universal and general event that has always existed in
varying degrees in every society and will continue to exist (Uzun, Aliagaoglu: 2009). The definition of
crime varies according to the disciplines related to crime and criminality (Aliagaoglu, Alaeddinoglu:
2005). As a matter of fact, the demographic characteristics of societies have a significant effect on
the criminal behavior (South, Messner: 2000). Nonetheless, the phenomenon of crime takes place
in a space and process where various factors are effective depending on the human and physical
characteristics of an environment. Due to this feature, it is vital to identify the spatial and temporal
distribution characteristics of crimes in terms of the measures to be taken (Aksak, Caligkan: 2010).

Geography, which is an important discipline, also considers theincidents in terms of spatial
differentiation (Ozgii¢, Tiimertekin: 2000). For this reason, crimes committed against property and
persons occurring in the space show different distributions depending on the location (Giirbiiz,
Karabulut: 2007).

Indeed, the socio-economic characteristics of societies are reflected in the space. The differences
in economic terms in geographical space can cause spatial differences, and therefore, different
distribution in crime and space as well. Similarly, the cultural characteristics of societies also affect
the perception of the people living in that place to the concept of crime. The fact that an incident that
is considered a crime in one society does not even create a perception of crime in another society
affects the distribution and differentiation of the crime type in the space. This distinct difference has
become more pronounced in urban settlements, that is, in the spaces with urban identity compared
to rural areas.

In this day and age, the crime phenomenon, which affects social structures with its various types,
requires more and more efforts in order to protect the social system and individuals. The crime
phenomenon is not only the main problem of underdeveloped or developing countries; it has become
one of the important problems of countries with developed industries, even those that are called
superpowers (Yildirim: 2014). American Chief of Police and Police Counsel August Wollmer said,
“I've spent my life for law enforcement. This approach did not solve the problem, and will not solve
it in the future either unless it is supported by preventive measures (Seyhan, Eryilmaz: 2014)”.

Both fear of crime and crime phenomenon are more common in cities and urban societies (Carvalho,
Levis: 2003). As a matter of fact, one of the most important problems experienced in urban areas
(cities) compared to the rural areas is the crimes. The biggest part of these crimes in cities is the crimes
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against property (Ugur: 2013). In the present day, the cities of both industrialized and developing
countries are faced with urban problems such as crime (Karakas: 2006).

The types of crimes committed against property may differ in spatial terms, depending on the
characteristics of the population. The education level of the suspects who have committed the crime
compared to other crime types shows a different situation in terms of crimes committed against their
properties. Indeed, it is commonly known that the number of crimes decreases in places where the
education level is high. However, aggravated fraud or theft, designing and acting out the crimes
against property through informatics or cybercrime, often requires superior engineering knowledge
and intelligence. It is known that such crimes are mostly carried out in big metropolises reaching
every point of countries or the world and aggravated fraud is committed.

2. Purpose, Data and Method. In this study, which investigates the crimes against property
between 2016 and 2018 in the AragDistrict Center of Kastamonu province, we attempted to identifythe
types of crimes and the relationship between the place and the demographic, socio-economic
characteristics and the distribution and connection of crime. Arag District Center of the Kastamonu
province wasselected as the study area. The reason is that the fact that the district in question is
on the Zonguldak-Karabiik-Kastamonu transportation corridor and that the heterogeneous of the
population with a certain ethnic structure in certain places in the district center have clustered here
and the effect of this situation was significanton crime.

In this study, based on the group studied, a quantitative research method based on making
generalized inferences about the social environment (universe) to which that group belonged
(Oztiirk, 2014: 69) was adopted. In the study, the survey approach, one of the quantitative research
data collection models, was used. Simple random sampling was used in the questionnaires and we
tried to reach the desired number of people from the universe. A questionnaire form covering the
reasons for the occurrence of the crime, the spatial distribution and what could be done to reduce the
number of crimes was prepared by the experts for the people living in the Arag District Center.

After obtaining an expert opinion on the questionnaire items, questionnaires were applied to the
people selected from different days, hours and localities and the findings obtained from them were
reflected in the study. While applying the questionnaire, we tried to provide maximum variety. As a
result of these applications, evaluations about the distribution of the crime in the space, its causes and
consequences were included.

The crime statistics and other data used in the study were obtained from the statistical data
obtained from the official institutions of the Arag District, and from the surveys and interviews
conducted with the local people. Moreover, field studies were conducted through non-participant
observation. The other data used in the study were obtained from the Ara¢ Municipality, District
National Education Directorate and STI (Turkish Statistical Institute). Data showing the status of the
neighborhoods (boundaries of the neighborhoods, their public areas, the number of buildings and
ongoing constructions in the neighborhoods and the number of floors of these constructions, the city
development plan, the days when the city was established and their location, etc.) were obtained from
the Ara¢ Municipality. The population statistics of 2019 (population and educational status of the
population on the basis of neighborhoods) were obtained from the STI (Turkish Statistical Institute).

Along with crime statistics, it is necessary to know the distribution of the crime in the same year
and the socio-economic characteristics of the place where it belongs. Therefore, it would be better to
interpret the distribution of the crime in space with different variables. The crime statistics obtained
from the official institutions were the raw data. In order to make them geographically usable, the type
of crime was classified annually according to hour and month parameters, based on the neighborhoods
where the crime was committed.

The questionnaire form was prepared considering the classified statistical data. At the end of
all these processes, the findings of the study were determined in line with the data obtained, and
the cause-effect relationships between these findings were explained, the distribution of the crimes
committed in the research field was emphasized, and their distribution was interpreted and the
causes and consequences of this distribution were examined.
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3. Location of the Study Area. The Aracdistrict, which is the study area, is located in the Western
Black Sea Part of the Black Sea Region. Arag, a district of the Kastamonu province, is located in the
west of Kastamonu Central District and has an important position since it borders with Karabiik on
the west and Cankir1 on the south. It is largely adjacent to Daday (Kastamonu) district from the north
of Arag District. It is surrounded by Kastamonu Central District and Thsangazi (Kastamonu) from the
east. The Arag district center, located on the Zonguldak-Kastamonu-Karabiik highway, is located in
the northern part of the Ara¢ Stream (Map 1).
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Map 1. Location Map of the Study Area
damage to property
Type of Crime Cay inénii | Mesudiye | Yeni Yesil | YukariArag Total %
Housebreaking 7 6 1 5 9 2 30 20.5
Workplace Burglary 2 0 6 3 2 14 95
Explicit Burglary 3 0 10 5 2 28 19,1
Extortion(Looting) 0 0 2 0 1 7 4,7
Damage to Property 10 5 0 15 10 2 42 28,7
Auto Theft 0 0 1 0 2,7
Auto Breaking 0 0 0 2,7
Fraud 1 0 4 2 17 11,6
Total 33 17 1 51 33 11 146 100
Source: Surveys, Compiled from TSI and Data of Other Official Institutions.
Explicit Burglary 19 Fraud 11%
| l Housebreakin
. - E
Auto Breaking 2% 20%
Auto Theft 2%
_ Extortion 4%
Damage to Property 28% _Workplace Burglary 9%

Graph 1: Proportional Distribution of Crimes Committed against Property in the Arag
District Center
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The crimes against property were mostly committed in the Yeni Neighborhood (51). This
neighborhood was followed by the Yesil (33) and Cay Neighborhoods (33). MesudiyeNeighborhood
(1) was the place where the crimes committed against property were the least committed during the
research period of 2016-2018 in the AracDistrict Center (Map: 2).
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Map 2. Distribution of Crimes against Property in the Arag¢District Center by Neighborhoods

Basically, two main factors were effective in the high rate of crimes against property in the Yeni
Neighborhood. The first of these was that the most important highway that connected the cities of
Zonguldak-Karabiik-Kastamonu and even connected a significant part of the Western Black Sea Region
to the Middle and Eastern Black Sea, passed through theYeni Neighborhood, which constituted a large
part of the District Center.While this main road is in the form of an extremely modern and divided
highway in the areas outside the district center, the traffic capacity is insufficient since it falls into one
lane in the district center. Nonetheless, as a result of the occupation of the sidewalks by the exhibition
products of commercial business areas in the section passing through the Yeni Neighborhood, people
walking on the road instead of the pavement and the roadway narrowing in a single lane as a result
of the commercial business owners and those who come for daily shopping park their cars in one
row is an important problem. It is because the mentioned negativities in the section of this highway
passing through YeniNeighborhood, the vehicles hitting people as well as causing traffic accidents
with material damage causes crime against the person and property.

Photograph 1. A View from the YeniNeighborhoodwhere Crimes against Property are Most Common
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When the ring road, which is currently under construction, is fully completed, the fact that a
significant part of the traffic is directed to this ring road so that it does not affect the commercial
life of the district, and that the sidewalks are arranged so that people can use them, and moving the
intercity terminal out of the city, which is located in the busiest part of the district center, will lead to a
decrease in crimes against negligent injury and especially against property caused by traffic accidents
(Photo 1).On the other hand, MesudiyeNeighborhoodwith the lowest population and the fact the
commercial workplaces were almost nonexistent caused the district center to be the neighborhood
with few crimes against property.

In the temporal distribution of the crimes committed against the property in the Arag District
Center, it is seen that most of the crimes were committed in May (24), April (22) and December (18).
In the seasonal variations, for instance when the season turns to spring, people spend more time
outdoors. Workplace burglary crimes are experienced due to the crowd of people being formed
outdoors in this time period. Similarly, crimes of damage to property can occur as a result of the
aggression that arises in cases where human interaction is excessive. The reason why the crime is
committed excessively in the transition to the winter season, for example in December, is that the
isolated environment created by the lack of people in the streets in the winter months, that is, the
decrease in social control, provides an opportunity for the crime of theft. (Chart 2)
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Chart 2. Monthly Distribution of Crimes Committed against Property in the Arag District Center

When the daily distribution of crimes committed against property in the study area is concerned,
there was a fluctuation from the first days to the end of the week. In general, the crowd ofpeople
coming from rural settlements to the district center in order to meet their daily needs in the form of a
social activity in the first and last days of the week creates an opportunity for theft crime. Considering
the distribution of crimes committed against property in theArag District Center by days, Thursday
(31), Friday (29), Monday (21) and Tuesday (20) were the leading days of the week. (Chart 3)
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Chart 3. Distribution of Crimes against Property in the AracDistrict Center by Days
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As far as the distribution of the crimes against the property in 2016-2018 in the Arag District Center,
which constituted the study area,is concerned, they occurred in the second and third time periods. It
was observed that the events mostly intensified between 12:01-18:00 and 18: 01-23: 59 during the day.
The reasons for the intensity of the crimes in these time periods were different from each other. In
the second period of time, the areas where the population was mostly available in open public spaces
such as avenues and streets and places with high social interaction became hot areas for theft crime.

The type of theft crime differs according to the visibility in the space and the density that people
generate in a space. For instance, the areas with high human circulation such as bazaars, fruit and
vegetable markets or bus terminals can be given as examples of open theftespecially for products
displayed in front of a shop, housebreaking and crimes in the form of extortion suffered by people
who carry on with the intensity of their daily routine activities.On the other hand, in the 3rdand
4thhour zones, when the public retired to their homesstarting from the night hours and social control
disappeared, workplace burglary, auto theft and auto breaking were among the main types of crime.
Crimes against property in the study area occurred the most in the 2ndtime period (51). This time
zone was followed by the third time zone (47). In contrast, the 4thtime zone (20) and 1sttime zones
were the zones when the crimes against propertywere the least in the study area. (Chart 4)
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Graphic 4. Temporal Distribution of Crimes Committed against Property in the Study Area during the Day

4. 1. Housebreaking. There are many reasons for housebreaking. However, it is possible say that
factors such as its relations with geography, characteristics of the population, climate, and urban
development were also effective.In fact, people leaving their houses during the daytime created an
opportunity for the crime of housebreakingsince the daily socio-economic activities were more intense
in the summer seasons when the temperature values were higher than in the winter season. Similarly,
detached residences built away from each other were hotspots for housebreaking. In the societies
where the concept of crime has not materialized, and in the societies that are underdeveloped in
terms of education and socio-economic terms, crime is expected to be observed more frequently.

Amongst the total of 146 crimes committed against property in the study area, 30 housebreaking
crimes times were committed according to the three-year averages. In the distribution of housebreaking
by neighborhoods, The YesilNeighborhood (9) ranked first. Yesil Neighborhood was followed
by Cay (7) and InéniiNeighborhoods. On the other hand, Mesudiye and (1) Yukariarag were the
Neighborhoods in which the crime of housebreaking was committed the least in the study area.In
addition to the fact that theneighborhoods with a high crime of housebreaking were the areas where
there were mostly detached single-storeybuildings, and there was the lack of security arising from
the fact that they were located in the suburbs and the fact that the Zonguldak-Karabiik-Kastamonu
highway provided an escape opportunity for the thefts committed in these suburbs were the factors
that were effective in the high rate of crime.(Table 2, Map 3).

4.2. Workplace Burglary. The act of workplace burglary is generally committed targetingthe high
value-added products such as gold and smart phones in the form of forcing the door of the workplace,
breaking its window glasses, forcing the windows from the ventilation sections, forcing the entrance
door open, duplicating a key, breaking into the workplaces, removing the window bars, waiting for
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the time when the workplace owner is distracted and targeting the display products placed in front
of the workplace.

Table 2
Type of Crime Cay inonii | Mesudiye [ Yeni Yesil Yukar Total %
Arag
Housebreaking 7 6 1 5 9 2 30 20.5
Total 33 17 1 51 33 11 146 100

Source: Surveys, Compiled from TSI and Data of Other Official Institutions.

Map 3. Distribution of Housebreaking Crime by Neighborhoods in the Arag District Center

4.2. Workplace Burglary. The act of workplace burglary is generally committed targetingthe high
value-added products such as gold and smart phones in the form of forcing the door of the workplace,
breaking its window glasses, forcing the windows from the ventilation sections, forcing the entrance
door open, duplicating a key, breaking into the workplaces, removing the window bars, waiting for
the time when the workplace owner is distracted and targeting the display products placed in front
of the workplace.

14 of the crimes against 146 properties committed between 2016 and 2018 in the Arag District Center
were the workplace burglary. In other words, it is possible to say that 9.5% of crimes committed against
properties were caused by the workplace burglary.It is a fact that workplace burglary increased in
the areas where there was a high concentration of commercial and settlements areas and the places
where people congregated in order to meet all their daily needs. When the map of the distribution
of the workplace burglarycrime by locations is analyzed, it is clearly seen that the highest crime rate
was in the Neighborhood (6). Similarly, as in other crimes, there was no workplace burglarycrime in
the MesudiyeNeighborhood (Table 3, Map 4).

Since a significant part of the public institutions and commercial business areas in the Arag District
Center were located in YeniNeighborhood, the workplace burglary crime also occurred in this part
of the district. Similarly, due to the functional diversity it possessed, the workplace burglary crime
was high in this neighborhood. As one moved further away from the YeniNeighborhoodtowards
the periphery, the workplace burglary crime decreased due to the decline in the number of central
workplaces.In fact, since MesudiyeNeighborhood was at the farthest position from the central
business areas and the fact that number of workplaces was very low contributed to the fact that this
neighborhood was an area where there was no crime of workplace burglary at all.
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Table 3
Distribution of Workplace Burglary Crime by Neighborhoods in the Ara¢District Center (2016-2018)
Type of Cay in6énii | Mesudiye Yeni Yesil | YukariAra¢ | Total Y%
Crime
Workplace 1 2 0 6 3 2 14 9,5
Burglary
Total 33 17 1 51 33 11 146 100

Source: Surveys, Compiled from TSI and Data of Other Official Institutions.
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Map 4. Distribution of Workplace Burglary Crime by Neighborhoods in the Arag District Center

4.3. Auto Breaking. Explicit burglary crime differs from other types of crime. In fact, which goods
will be considered to be explicit out in the open maintenance location, and which goods will be
considered to be non-explicit stolen froma workplace or a car and will be added to the burglary
category should be judged accordingly in the Laws of the Republic of Turkey. For this reason, the
crime of explicit burglary,which is different from other crimes based on the location of the stolen item
and the way the incident takes place, includes the theft action directed against the belongings that
people leave in the open area.

All kinds of goods due to their scope, dimensions or intended use may not be protected within
the house or its attachments. In fact, different evaluations are available in the TCL (Turkish Criminal
Law) for the theft of sports equipment placed in parks and gardens, theft of agricultural equipment
left by a person in the garden of his house andthe display products left in front of the shop. In
this incident, the actions of the people are as important as the geographical conditions for explicit
burglary. For instance, in residential areas with insufficient infrastructure for urbanization functions,
showcasing the exhibition products in front of the workplacein an uncontrolled manner to overflow
the pavements and sometimes some of the roads is a kind of behavior that paves the way for atheft
crime to be committed.

In study area, the crime of explicit burglary occupies an important place with a ratio of 19.1% among
the crimes committed against property. Since explicit burglary is mostly seen in areas with workplaces
and business offices, the YeniNeighborhood(10), which stood out with its commercial functions,
was the neighborhood where explicit burglary was the highest, followed by CayNeighborhood (8).
MesudiyeNeighborhood, on the other hand, was a neighborhood where the crime of explicit burglary
never took place during the study periods (Table 4, Map 5).
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Table 4
Distribution of Explicit Burglary Crime by Neighborhoods in the Arag District Center (2016-2018).
Type of Cay inénii | Mesudiye | Yeni Yesil YukariArag | Total %
Crime
Explicit 8 3 0 10 5 2 28 19,1
Burglary
Total 33 17 1 51 33 11 146 100

Source: Surveys, Compiled from TSI and Data of Other Official Institutions.
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Map 5. Distribution of Explicit Burglary Crime by Neighborhoods in the Study Area

Based on the crime statistics and the information obtained from the interviews conducted in the
region, in the YeniNeighborhood, where the crime of explicit burglary wascommitted the most, it was
found that burglary in the form of theft of the products displayed in front of the workplaces in an
uncontrolled manner was very common. The crime of explicit burglary in question will be reduced
by showcasing the stalls front of the workplaces in a controllable way and taking various safety
measures.

The CayNeighborhood, on the other hand, is an area of the district where people of the same race
and ancestry live together side by side in residences consisting of a single-storey architectural structure;
they leave some of their daily items haphazardly in front of their houses, which obviously causes
theft. Furthermore, in this neighborhood where socio-economic problems are the highest and the
awareness of crime has not been sufficiently formed, the crime of explicit burglaryhas had a very high
rate in this segment as it was the case in other crimes.Urban transformation in the CayNeighborhood,
solution to the infrastructure problems, creating awareness of crime through community-supported
policing and solving the economic problems will be effective in reducing the number of crimes.

4.4. Extortion (Looting). The crime of extortion is a type of crime that is sometimes more punitive
than theft. Since a person’s body may be damaged due to physical force during the extortion of an
object that belongs to someone else, it can turn into a combined crime that includes more severe
actions than theft. In today’s world, the crime of extortion is one of the biggest security problems
of today’s cities since it gives people the feeling that the place they live in is very insecure; it may
damage the property during the extortion since it may involve dragging the person damaging not
only the body of the person, but also leaves psychological effects on them.

Within the scope of the study examining the crimes against the property, the crime of extortion
occurred only 7 times in the study area. More than half of this crimewhich was quite low for a three-
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year period, the CayNeighborhood (4) ranked first, as it was the case in many other crimes. There are
many reasons why crime of extortion is committed the most in this neighborhood.The low education
level, poverty and lifestyle adopted by the people of the neighborhood cause the crime phenomenon
to be high in this neighborhood. Furthermore, children in the neighborhood grow up with crime
incentives, since there is no awareness of crime here. This will cause the incidence of crime to increase
gradually in the upcoming years (Table 5, Map 6).

Table 5
Distribution of Extortion (Looting) Crime According by in the Arag District Center (2016-2018).

Type of Cay inénii | Mesudiye Yeni Yesil YukariArag Total %
Crime
Extortion 4 0 0 2 0 1 7 4,7
(Looting)
Total 33 17 1 51 33 11 146 100

Source: Surveys, Compiled from TSI and Data of Other Official Institutions.
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Map 6.Distribution of Extortion Crime by Neighborhoods in the Ara¢District Center

4.5. Damage to Property. The crime of damage to property was regulated in articles 151 and 152 of
the TCL. According to Article 151 of the TCL; “(1) Any person who partially or completely destroys,
demolishes, vandalizes, ruins, breaks or makes someone else’s movable or immovable property
unusable,upon the complaint of the victim, is punished with imprisonment from four months to
three years or with a judicial fine. (2) The provisions of the above paragraph is to be applied for the
person who kills a possessed animal without a just cause, makes it useless or causes it to decrease in
value. (Goktiirk, Ozgeng, Uziilmez: 2012)

42 of the total of 146 crimes committed against property during the study period in the Arag
District Center were the crimes of damage to property. The crime of damage to property, which had a
28.7% rate among the crimes committed against property, was higher in the study area; auto breaking,
breaking the entrance door of an apartment, kicking a parked vehicle, demolishing the garden wall,
breaking the window or door of a workplace, damaging property with revenge anddamaging a car
were the examples of damage to property.When the distribution of the crime type of damage to
property according to the three-year average by neighborhoods is examined, the neighborhoods of
Yeni (15), Cay (10), Yesil (10) and Inénii (5) were at the forefront, while this type of crime was never
committed in the MesudiyeNeighborhood in the same time period. (Table 6, Map 7)
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Table 6
Distribution of Damage to Property Crime by Neighborhoods in the Arag¢District Center (2016-2018).

Type of Cay inénii | Mesudiye Yeni Yesil | YukariAra¢ | Total %
Crime
Damage to 10 5 0 15 10 2 42 28,7
Property
Total 33 17 1 51 33 11 146 100

Source: Surveys, Compiled from TSI and Data of Other Official Institutions.
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Map 7. Distribution of Damage to Property by Neighborhoods in the Arag District Center

Generally, the crime of damage to property in the geographical area is considered to be higherin
the settlements where the population and especially the businesses are concentrated. The main reason
why the crime of damaging property in the study area was high in Yeni Neighborhoodwas: It was
due to the fact that the neighborhood had a high concentration of central business area that might be
the target of the crime of damage to property in the study area. Factors such as the high number of
businesses, the market area in this neighborhood and the presence of many public institutions made
the Yeni Neighborhood attractive in terms of crime.

4.6 Auto Theft. Within the theft acts, there is a relationship between the statistical increase and
scarcity of the amount of auto theft and the development of the country. The theft rate is also on the
increase due to the large number of vehicles, especially in developed countries rather than developing
countries. It is noteworthy that auto theft crimes are on the increase in the urban areas rather than the
rural areas (Karakas, 2004).

In the AragDistrict Center, which constituted the study area, auto theft was at a very low level with
a rate of 2.7% among the crimes committed against property between 2016 and 2018. In the district
center where only four auto theft crimes were committed, three of these crimes took place in Yeni
Neighborhood and one in theYesil Neighborhood. Since people who had a better socio-economic
level than those at the other neighborhoods resided in Yeni Neighborhood, it enabled the number of
cars to be much higher in this neighborhood. However, as a result of the fact thatthe shopping areas
gathered in the Yeni Neighborhood, and that the people who came to this neighborhood by their cars
to meet their daily needs parked their cars in the back side streets due to the lack of parking, caused
auto theft to be more much higher in this neighborhood. (Table 7, Map 8)
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Table 7
Distribution of Auto Theft Crime by Neighborhoods in the Arag District Center (2016-2018).
Type of Cay inénii | Mesudiye | Yeni Yesil Yukar1Arag Total %
Crime
Auto 0 0 0 3 1 0 4 2,7
Theft
Total 33 17 1 51 33 11 146 100
Source: Surveys, Compiled from TSI and Data of Other Official Institutions.
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Map 8. Distribution of Auto Theft Crime by Neighborhoods in the Ara¢District Center of

4.7. Auto Breaking. Among the crimes committed against property in the study area, auto theft
crime (2.7%) was among the least crimes committed, just like the auto theft. During the study period,
only four out of the total of 146 of crimes committed against property were auto breaking crime. This
type of was observed to be committed in the YeniNeighborhood, where people with high economic
levels resided more and therefore had more cars. Furthermore, due to the large number of commercial
areas in YeniNeighborhood, when people who came to this neighborhood for their daily shopping
parked their cars on the roadside, and sometimes on the back streets where there were no social
control or security cameras, they caused this neighborhood to become a hotspot for the crime of auto
theft and auto breaking. (Table 7, Map 8).

Table 7

Distribution of Auto Breaking Crime by Neighborhoods in the Arag District Center (2016-2018).

Type of Cay in6nii | Mesudiye | Yeni Yesil YukariArag Total %
Crime
Auto 0 0 0 3 1 0 4 2,7
Breaking
Total 33 17 1 51 33 11 146 100

Source: Surveys, Compiled from TSI and Data of Other Official Institutions.
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Map 8. Distribution of Auto Breaking Crime by Neighborhoods in the Study Area

4.8. Fraud. A crime of fraud occurs when the perpetrator deceives a person with fraudulent
behavior, and benefits himself or someone else to the detriment of the victim or someone else.
Aggravated fraud crime is the committal of the crime by using certain religious, social, professional,
technological tools or public institutions as a tool (Dogan: 2020).

The fraud crime has also to do with the population geography and the economic structure of
the population. This type of crime, which targets the property of people in economically developed
regions as well as theeducational characteristics and culture of the population, has been on the
increase in today’s world.

A total of 17 fraud crimes were committed between 2016 and 2018in the Arag district center. 11.6%
of the total of 146 crimes against property that occurred during the study period was the fraud crimes.
As far as the distribution of this crime type by neighborhoods is concerned, the neighborhoods of Yeni
(7), Yesil (4) and Cay (3) were in the forefront. On the other hand, Mesudiye Neighborhoodwas the
place where fraud was not committed at all (Table 8, Map 9).

Table 8
Distribution of Fraud Crime by neighborhoods in the Arag District Center. (2016-2018)

Type of Cay in6énii | Mesudiye | Yeni Yesil YukariArag Total %
Crime
Fraud 3 1 7 4 2 17 11,6
Total 33 17 51 33 11 146 100

Source: Surveys, Compiled from TSI and Data of Other Official Institutions.

Factors for the highrate of fraud crime in the YeniNeighborhoodwere; the fact that thisneighborhood
was the central business area in the region, the number of workplaces was high, market areas such
as public and peasant food and vegetable markets were also in this neighborhood, there were many
state institutions and people from all walks of life were the intersection point made the neighborhood
the focal point of people prone to crime in terms of fraud crimes.
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Map 9. Distribution of Fraud Crime by Neighborhoods in the Study Area

5. Conclusion and Recommendations. During the study period, a total of 146 crimes against
property were committed in the Arac¢District Center. Among the types of crimes committed against
property in the study area, the damage to property crime was the highest with the rate of 28.7%,
followed by the housebreaking crime with the rate of 20.5%. On the other hand, the crimes of auto
theft and auto breaking were among the least committed crimes with a rate of 2.7%.

The crimes against property were committed the mostin YeniNeighborhood (51). Thisneighborhood
was followed by Yesil (33) and Cay Neighborhoods (33). Mesudiye Neighborhood (1) was the place
where the crimes committed against property were the least during the 2016-2018period, which was
the study period in the AragDistrict Center.

In the temporal distribution of the crimes committed against the property in the Arac District
Center, it was observed that the crimes were committed the most in May (24), April (22) and December
(18).

As far as the daily distribution of crimes committed against property in the study area is concerned,
a fluctuation was observed from the first days of the week to the end of the week. In general, people
who come from the rural settlements to the district center in order to meet their daily needs in the first
and last days of the week created an opportunity for the crime of theft due to the intense population
movement that occurred due to a social movement. Considering the distribution of crimes committed
against property in the District Center by days, Thursday (31), Friday (29), Monday (21) and Tuesday
(20) were in the forefront.

When we consider the distribution of crimes against property during 2016-2018 periodin the
AragDistrict Center, which constituted the study area, it was found that the hours of the crimes
occurred mostly in the second and third-hour time periods. It was observed that the events mostly
intensified between 12: 01-18: 00 and 18: 01-23: 59 during the day.

Considering the geographical distribution of crimes committed against property in the Arag
District Center, two main neighborhoods came to the fore. YeniNeighborhood and CayNeighborhoods
ranked first in terms of committing many types of crimes in the study area. Yeni Neighborhood
was almost the core of the district center. Since public institutions, commercial areas, a significant
portion of the residences, market areas, areas such as parks and gardens where people did their daily
shoppingactivities, were located here and a significant section of the Zonguldak-Karabiik-Kastamonu
Intercity Highway passes through this neighborhood, this caused many of the hotspots that were the
source of crime incidences to be in this neighborhood.

There were two main factors that were effective in the high rate of crimes against property in
the YeniNeighborhood: The first of these was that the most important highway that connected the
cities of Zonguldak-Karabiik-Kastamonu and even connected a significant part of the Western Black
Sea Region to the Middle and Eastern Black Sea, passed through the YeniNeighborhood, which
constituted a large part of theArag District Center. While this main road is in the form of an extremely
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modern and divided highway in areas outside the district center, the traffic capacity is insufficient
since it falls into one lane in the district center.

Nonetheless, as a result of the occupation of the sidewalks by the exhibition products of commercial
business areas in the section passing through the YeniNeighborhood, people walking on the road
instead of the pavement and the roadway narrowing in a single lane as a result of the commercial
business owners and those who come for daily shopping park their cars in one row is an important
problem. It is because the mentioned negativities in the section of this highway passing through
YeniNeighborhood, the vehicles hitting people as well as causing traffic accidents with material
damage causes crime against the person and property.When the ring road, which is currently under
construction, is fully completed, the fact that a significant part of the traffic is directed to this ring
road so that it does not affect the commercial life of the district, and that the sidewalks are arranged
so that people can use them, and moving the intercity terminal out of the city, which is located in
the busiest part of the district center, will lead to a decrease in crimes against negligent injury and
especially against property caused by traffic accidents.

Furthermore, establishing checkpoints in an attempt to increase the visibility of law enforcement
officers in YeniNeighborhood, installing city surveillance cameras with high resolution degrees to
reduce the crime of auto and house breaking in the back streets, offering incentives for commercial
and residential areas to other neighborhoods to reduce the population and commercial area pressure
in this part of the town and most importantly, and raising the level of education of the public in
generalwill be positive in terms of creating awareness.

In the CayNeighborhood, which is another neighborhood with a high crime rate in the study area,
on the other hand, it is possible to assume by considering the shanty house-looking residences that
people living in this part of the district have economic problems. Due to socio-economic problems
and economic needs, the Cayhas become a neighborhood where people living herelessened their
interest in education, there was no awareness for committing crimes, people from a single identity
have gathered together here, and the district has almost spatial and cultural contrasts with the other
neighborhoods; all these factors have caused the crime rates to get higher.

In order to reduce the number of crimes in the CayNeighborhood, the economic, educational
and socio-cultural problems, which are the biggest problems for now, should be solved in the
first place. In the name of social awareness, some people from this neighborhood can be offered
employment in line with their abilities and capabilities in order to generate an economic income
within the bounds of possibility through the Employment Agency. Awareness trainings should be
provided by the Community Policing Office in order to create an awareness of crime and free courses
offered based on some manual skills for a sustainable job opportunity that will generate economic
income through the Adult Education Center.

Demolition of the abandoned buildings, which have become hotspots for some crimes in the
CayNeighborhood, within the scope of the permits granted by the District Municipality and the
encouragement of the residents of this area to more modern housing are some of the solutions that
will contribute to the decrease in the number of crimes in this neighborhood. In fact, it strengthens
the feeling of aggression and exclusion among those who live in neighboring places, where modern
and outdated houses, which have been formed due to the difference in economic income, are in dire
contrast, and it potentially encourages crime.

The YesilNeighborhood (9) ranked first in the distribution of housebreakingby neighborhoods.
Yesil Neighborhood was followed by the neighborhoods of Cay (7) and Inénii. The neighborhoodswith
a high crime of housebreaking are mostly composed of detached single-storey buildings, the lack
of security arising from the presence of these house in the suburbs, and especially the fact that
Zonguldak-Karabiik-Kastamonu highway is an escape opportunity for the theft activity in these
suburbs are some of the contributing factors.

Trainings should be providedfor those living in single-storey houses on how the crime of
housebreaking occurs, and security checkpoints should be established at the entrances and
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exits of the district center and inspections should be made on the days and hours when the theft
incidencesoccurthe most.

According to the crime statistics and the information obtained from the interviews conducted in
the study area, it was found that theft in the form of stealing goods placed in the stalls front of the
workplaces was common in YeniNeighborhood, where there was a lot of theft. The theft crime in
question will naturally be reduced by opening the stalls in front of the workplaces in a controllable
way and taking various security measures.

Regarding the high rate of fraud crime in the YeniNeighborhood, factors such as the fact that that
neighborhood was the central business area in the district, the number of workplaces, the presence
offruit and vegetable market area in this neighborhood, the presence of many public institutions and
the intersection point of people from all walks of life made the YeniNeighborhood the focal point in
terms of fraud crime.

Fraudsters need places wherethere are high concentrations of people, and where there are
commercial areas and a transportation point such as Zonguldak-Karabiik-Kastamonu Intercity
Highway through which they can easily escape. The Yeni Neighborhood became a hotspot and
welcoming place for criminal incidences due to these factors. Effective controls should be carried
out in order to prevent fraudulent activities either by directly coming to the District Center or via
information systems such as telephoning or internet, and raising awareness to those living in that
part of the district with the brochures showing the fraud methods will be effective in reducing the
fraud crime.

Stating Contribution: T would like to thank Mehmet EKINCI, one of my students for whom I
superviseda graduation thesis in the field of crime geography, for his contribution to this study
during the field studies and compilation of statistical data.
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DBpeH ATuim
Kacmamony yrnusepcumeminin Kapamuvirvicmary xare adeduem axyrvmemini zeozpadus xagpedpachl,
Kacmamony yrnusepcumemi, Kacmamony, Typkus

Apau (Kacramony/Typkust) ayaaH OpTaabIFBIHAAFBI MEHIINKKe KapPChl KbIAMBICTapAbI KBLAMBICTAP T€0-
rpadusIChl TYPFBICBIHAH reorpausiablK Teprey

AHBpaaTIia. O2eyMeTTiK KYHABIABIKTap MeH aJdaMAapAblH MdJeH!U eMipi KbLAMBIC KYOBIABICBIHBIH 9pTYypAl
KOFaMJa TypAinie 0oaybiHa cebernkep. KbpLAMBIC YFBIMBI 9pAaiibIM KYHAEAIKTi JKoHe KOFaMABIK eMipAeri MaHBbI-
3Bl Macele peTiHAe KapacThIPBLAAbL, 04 KypAeaeHe TycTi. KpLaMbIcThIH Halida 00AybIHAA HeTi3iHeH IIC1X0A40-
IVSIABIK SKOHE COLMO0AOTMAABIK (paKTOpAap acepiH Turiseai Aelr aiToiaaabl. Aaayija, KbLAMBIC KacaAFaH KepAiH
9pTypAi reorpadpusAAbIK epekielikTepiHeH Oacka, Oeariai 6ip >kepae TypaThlH aZaMAap KOpIIaraH OpTaMeH
e3apa 9peKeTTeCeTiH 21eyMeTTiK-DKOHOMMUKAABIK, CUITaTTaMaJapAblH 9CcepiH Ae HazapAaH THIC KaaAbIpyFa 004-
Maiiapl. [IIeiH MaHiIHAE, Oya daKTOpaap Ke3 KeAreH >Kepae KbLAMBICTBIH CaHBI MEeH TYpiHe acep eTeTiH ¢aKTop-
AapapiH Oipi 604b1I TabOBLAAABL.

KprLameic reorpadusiablk opTada 9apTypAi allHbIMaabldap HOTUKeCiHAe Maliga 60AaTBIHBEI CUAKTEL, 9pTYypAl
aaAbH aay ¢aKkTopAapbl KbLAMBICTapABIH CAaHBIH a3aliTHIII JKoHe 04apAblH COA JKepJe JKacaayblHa X041 bepme-
yAiH IIapajapbIH KapacThIpy Kepek. Ic )Ky3iHae KblAMBICTBI KYKBIK, KOpFay OpraH4apbIHbIH KbI3MeTKepAepiHiH
MiHJeTi peTiHAe KaOblaay >KoHe IIelIiMAepAi TeK OCHI HeTi3 e KapacThpy-Oy./ IIBIHABIKKA SKaHACIIaITBIH d4iC.
OeyMeTTiK OKMFa OO0ABII TaOBLAATHIH KBIAMBICTHIH aAAbIH aly YIIH KOIITeTreH oCKepU TIpTiNTep HeriziHae
Oipre >XYMBICTap aTKapBlABII, 3epTTeyAep HoTUKeAepiH IemiM KaOblaJaymibiaap Oaradall, >Ky3ere achlpybl
KasKeT.

ATaaraH 3epTTey asjChIHAA MEHIIIKKe KapChl KbLAMBICTApABIH KEHICTIKTIK JKoHe yaKbITIIa O0ABIIT Oeainyi,
MYAiKKe KapChl KbLAMBICTapABIH JKaAIlbl CUMIIaTTaMackl, MyAiKKe KapChl KbIAMBICTapAbIH CaHABIK >KoHe IIPOIIop-
IMOHaAAbl 0eAiHyi >KoHe OFaH acep eTeTiH reorpadusAAbIK epekieaikTrep MeH KacraMoHy IIpOBMHINSICHIHBIH
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Apau ayAaHBIHBIH OPTaABbIFBIHAAFB MEHIIIKKe KapChl KBIAMBICTap apacblHAArbl OalldaHBIC YII KbIA imriHae
3epTTeant, aHbIKTaaasl (2016-2018). 3eprrey OapbIChIHAA aAbIHFAaH OCHI MdAiMeTTepAiH HOTVKeCiHJe Teprey
ayJaHbl 00AFaH Apad ayAaHBIHBIH OPTaAbIFBIH/AA MEHIIIIKKe KapChl JKacaafaH KbLAMBICTapAbIH ceOerrrepi 3ept-
TeAir, 6aralaHABI >KoHe aAbIHFaH HOTIKeAep HeTisiHAe KBLAMBICTHIH aAAbIH aay KoHe 0AapAbIH CaHBIH a3aliTy
MakcaTbIHAa OipHellle YChIHBICTApP >KacaaAbl.

Tyi1iH ce3aep: KbLAMBIC JXKoHe reorpadyisl, KbIAMBICTBIH KeHICTIiKTiK TapaAysbl, MEHIIIiKKe KapChl KbLAMBICTAP,
Apau aysaHsl.

DBpeH ATuim
Yrnusepcumem Kacmamony, paxyrvmem ecmecmseHHvlX HAYK U Aumepamypul, kapedpa zeozpaduu,
Kacmaromy, Typuus

l'eorpaduaeckoe paccaeaoBanme IpecTyILAeHMI IIPOTHUB COOCTBEHHOCTH B PaliOHHOM IleHTpe Apad
(Kacramony/Typnst) ¢ TOuku 3peHus reorpadpuy NpecTynaeHmnin

Annorams. Pazanynble colinaabHble IIeHHOCTU M KyAbTYpHas >KM3Hb AI0Ael IIpuBeAn K TOMY, 4To (e-
HOMeEH IIpeCTYIIHOCTU pa3AndaeTcs B pasHBIX obOmiectsax. IToHATMe mpecTyIiaeHNs Bcerda paccMaTpyUBaAOCh
KakK Ba>KHasl Ipo0JeMa B ITI0BCe AHEBHOI 1 OOIIIeCTBEeHHOI JKI3HI, KOTOpasl YCAOKHIAACDE. Y TBePIKAAeTCsl, YTO
B BO3HIKHOBEHI! IIPECTYITHOCTY B OCHOBHOM A€JICTBYIOT IICMXOAOTMYECKIIEe U conmoaorndeckue gpakropsl. Oa-
HaKO, [IOMMMO pa3ANYHBIX reorpadpuueckux 0cOOeHHOCTeN MecTa COBepIlIeHNs IIPeCcTyIIAeHILs, He cAeayeT TaK-
>Ke yIIyCKaTb U3 BUAY BANSHIE COINMAa/AbHO-DKOHOMMUYECKIUX XapaKTepUCTUK, KOTOpble AI0AM, ITPOKMBaIOIIe
B AaHHOM KOHKPETHOM MecCTe, B3alIMOJEVICTBYIOT C OKpy>Kamomeli cpegoii. Ha camom geze, 91u paxTopsl sIB-
ASIOTCS OAHMMU U3 PaKTOPOB, BAVSIONINX Ha KOAMYECTBO U TUII IIPECTYIIA€HUI B 11000M KOHKPETHOM MeCTe.

TouHo Tax >Ke, Kak IIpecTyIlAeHIe IIPOMCXOAUT B reorpapuueckoM MecTe B pe3yaAbTaTe pa3ANdHBIX Ilepe-
MEHHBIX, pa3ANJIHbIe IPeBeHTNBHbIE (PAKTOPBI A0AKHBI O0BEAVHATHCS B IIOIBITKE YMEHBIINUTD YMCAO IIPeCTy-
MA€HUI U MPeAOTBpaTUTh UX COBepIIeHNre B 9TOM MecTe. Ha camom geae BOCIIpMHMMATh IPeCTyILAeHNe KaK
00513aHHOCTB COTPYAHUKOB IIPaBOOXPAHNTEABHBIX OPraHOB U MICKaTh PEIeHNsI TOABKO TaKIM 00pa3oM-5TO Me-
TOJ, KOTOPBIN HepeaaucTudeH. UToObI ITpeA0TBpaTUTh IIPECTYITHOCTD, KOTOPast SIBASEeTCs COIMaAbHbIM COOBITH-
€M, MHOT¥e AVICUWIIAVHBI A0AXHBI paboTaTh BMeCTe, U1 pe3yAbTaThl TUX MCCAeAOBAHNI A0AXKHBI OL|€HIBATLCS
U peaAu30BhIBaTLCs ANIIaMI, IIPUHUMAIOIVIMN peIleHus.

B pamkax gaHHOTO 1ccaeA0BaHIS OBLAY VICCA€A0BaHbI U BBLIBAEHBI IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHOE V1 BPEMEHHOE pacIIpe-
AeAeHue IpecTyIAeHNI IPOTUB COOCTBEHHOCTH, OOIIas XapaKTepUCTIKa IPeCcTyIAeHUII IIPOTUB COOCTBEHHO-
CTH, YMCA€HHOE U IIPOIIOPIIMOHaAbHOe pacipejeleHne IpecTyILAeHNII IIPOTUB COOCTBEHHOCTH 1 B3aIMOCBSI3b
MesKay reorpapuueckyMy 0COOEHHOCTSIMY, BAVSIONIUMI Ha Hee, U IPeCTyILAeHUAMY IIPOTUB COOCTBEHHOCTH
B pailloHHOM IieHTpe Apad nposuHnunu Kacramony B Teuenne tpex aet (2016-2018). B pesyabrate sTnX gaH-
HBIX, IOAYYEHHBIX B XOJe 1CCAeA0BaHMs, ObLAM M3YYeHBI I OljeHeHBI IIPUYMHBI IIPeCTYIAeHNI, COBePIIEeHHBIX
IIPOTUB COOCTBEHHOCT! B PallOHHOM ILIeHTpe Apad, KOTOpPBIil ObLA pailoHOM paccAeAOBaHIs, ¥ Ha OCHOBE IIO-
Ay4eHHBIX pe3yAbTaTOB OBLAM CAeAaHbl HEKOTOPBIe IIPeAA0KeHNs B 1IeAsX IIpeA0TBpalle s IPecTyIILAeHNI 1
COKpallleHIs X 9Icaa.

Karouespie caoBa: mpecTyITHOCTh U reorpaduisl, IPOCTPaHCTBEHHOe paciipejeleHne MpecTyIHOCTH, Ipe-
CTYIA€HUS IIPOTYUB COOCTBEHHOCTH, ApaucKuil palioH
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