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S.Abdullah

Balikesir University, Faculty of Art and Science, Department of Geography, Balikesir, Turkey
(E-mail: geograf1969@gmail.com,)

Ecology - Based Environmental Education at the Kazdagi (Mt. Ida) National Park in
Turkey

Abstract: Aim of this study is to examine and evaluate the ecology - based environmental educa-
tion program which was applied in years between 2003-2006 Kazdagi National Parks in the Western
Turkey. Ecology - based environmental education aims at using natural and cultural resources of
Kazda @ + National Park to teach graduate research assistants and scout teachers about the nature.
The expectation is to increase the environmental awareness of participants in general. At the end of
the education program, it is expected that the participants will develop a better understanding of
local, regional, national as well as international environmental problems; will be able to discuss and
provide alternative solution to global ecological crises; and will take action in their individual lives
towards creating a more sustainable environment for future. The main or purpose of the project
will be to teach natural interactions in an ecosystem. Emphasis will be given to human action that
has been interrupted that interaction and made natural environments less sustainable. Therefore,
particular emphasis will be given to cultural ecology of the protected area and the participants are
expected to develop a thorough understanding of human and environmental interaction.

Keywords: Kazdagi National Park, protected areas, ecology-based environmental education,
sustainable use of national parks.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.32523/2616-6771-2020-131-2-63-67

Introduction. This training, which was done with the aim of “learning language of the na-
ture” in the region with the coordination of Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey
(TUBITAK) Environment, Atmospherical Earth and Marine Sciences Research Group (CAYDAG),
was started in Gollbk Mount National Park in 1999 and then were can continued in Kackar Moun-
tains National Park in 2000, Kazdagi National Park in 2003 and in Gumreme National Park and
Cappadocia area in 2004. By adding six more areas in 2005 (Mount Spil National Park, Mount
Palandiken / Sar:kamio National Park, Gala Lake National Park / O 0neada Mangrov Forest,
Mountains Ksre / Ilgaz Mount National Park, Uludad National Park and Kemaliye and surround-
ing), areas which ecology based environmental education increased up to ten. However Kemaliye
and its surroundings training areas were moved out of National Parks in 2005. Southeastern Ana-
tolian Region (FOanlzurfa, Mardin and Diyarbakr) and Amanos Mountains (Antakya) with its
surrounding were included to the program in 2006, summing up to twelve places. None the less,
Gollek Mountain National Park Region (Termessos) was excluded from the program since 2002.
Thus, currently there are eleven palaces given ecologic-based environmental education.
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Ficure 1 — The study area is located Edremit - Biga district on the transational region extending between Aegean and
Marmara regions

The first training was hold in 2003 and continued ten days long. Since that time, every year
with the same time period, training has been undertaken in Kazdagi National Park. During last
two training 30 participants were antenatal for each year. 77 of the participants were researchers,
9 of the participants were degree student, 88 of the participants were Ms. students and 58 of
the participants were people who were Ph.D student. 30 participants who participate in second
term of 2005 and 2006 training created by a protocol signed between TUBITAK and Ministry of
National Education in early 2005 from scout leaders. Upto now from 37 different university and 39
different departments’ students participated in trainings. In addition, in 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006
people who want to introduce the program to their intuitions such as a limited number of teacher,
professional tourist guide, doctors, city tourism head officers, environmental engineers, municipality
public relations officers, specialist trade and boutique hotel owner, national park director and area
guides participated too. The trainer staff in ecology based environmental education in Kazdagi
National Park were formed from lecturers who has a TUBITAK project about National Park or who
are known far their researches in National Park and its surroundings natural values (flora, fauna
etc.) on introduction of local people’s cultural values on that areas environment problems and on
their solution debates. Subjects were processed with a popular language in nature, on the grounds
of an interactive education.
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Ficure 2 — Prof. Dr. Ibrahim ATALAY and participants during a field application study on flora in Kazdagi

Kazdaglari in general and Kazdagi National Park in particular specific will be used as laboratory
to teach the classes. The project will be conducted by cooperation with Scientific and Technological
Research Council of Turkiye (TUBITAK), Ministry of National Education, Dokuz Eylsl University,
Balikesir University and Zeytinli Municipality. Expert researches from universities and from National
Parks Administration office chosen according to student evaluation results of previous education
programs constitute the training team. Teaching will be carried on in the natural settings by
incorporating natural, cultural, historical, scientific, and ethical aspects of the park. The main
objective of the study is to educate the participants and increase their environmental awareness. In
this way it is expected that they can sense the threats toward biological diversity and sustainable
developments and managements of protected areas. Some of the participants are expected to develop
further interests in nature conservation and become researchers or ecotourism guides in the future.

Figure 3 — Prof. Dr. Ali DEMIRSOY and participants during a field
Application study on fauna in Kazdagi

Conclusions and Recommendations
This training style which could be estimated as a new for in Turkiye, was achieved with the par-
ticipation of coordination of Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkiye (TUBITAK)
and Ministry of National Education and the nearest universities Dokuz Eylul University, Balikesir
65
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University, with the support of lecturers from different universities in Turkiye and with the logistic
help of Municipality of Zeytinli.

e The efficiency of physical conditions of the training centre, the sort distance between train-
ing system and Kazdagi National Park, exact application of the program, self-sacrifices of
participants and lecturers were the most important factors in the success of the training
participants E-mails and their answers to the investigation at the end of the training showed
each sacrifice worthless.

e Most of the participant students being researchers or Ph. D. or Ms. degree help to create
a desired interaction environment. Participants entire of being a scientist both, are criteria
for being successful and it shows the consequence that their former classic training should
be more practical.

e At the end of program some of Ph. D. and Ms. degree students admitted that they change
their thesis subjects or reexamine them with this point of view of the training.

e The positive effect of lesson conference, seminar and practice work, interaction between Ph.
D. and Ms. degree students become very characteristics.

e The interactive approaches to classroom environment and land practices showed its positive
results in a very short time, some of the students who were timid in participating in debates
and paralyzed achieved serious developments in their dialogues with other participants and
lecturers at the third day of the training.

e During the application of the program, some lesson subjects could be boring because of too
much technique details and comprehending at different levels on account of their homoge-
neous configurations when the interview results evaluated in this respect. It become leading
for coming years, invitations of some lectures were changed.

e In some presented lessons, it was seen that similar topics processed. To avoid this coincidence,
some lessons weren’t put in next year schedule. Supposing that it is inevitable to make some
changes in next year’s programmed in the light of interview results that topics are evaluated
objectively by students.
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Dkosiornyeckoe o6paszoBanue Ha 6a3e HaumonanpHoro nmapka Kasnaru (ropa pa) B Typuun

Anvoranmsi. Ilenbio maHHOrO UCCIENOBaHUS SIBJISETCS M3YYEHUE U OLEHKA IIPOrPAMMBI 9KOJOTHYECKOr0 OOPA30BAHMUS,
KOTOpast mpuMeHsijachk B repuog Mexkay 2003-2006 rr. B Hanmonansuom nmapke Kaznmaru B 3anagsoit Typruu. DkoJsiorunyeckoe
06pa3oBaHue HAIIPABJIECHO HA UCIOJIb30BAaHNE IPUPOAHBIX U KYJIBTYPHBIX pecypcoB Hanumonanbaoro napka Kaznaru s o6y4uenust
aCIUPAHTOB-UCCJIeJ0BATENIel U yYUTeeH-CKayTOB 3aKOHOMEPHOCTSIM B npupoze. Llespio mporpaMMbl sIBJIsIETCSI MTOBBIIIEHHE
9KOJIOTUYECKOH OCBEJOMIIEHHOCTH yYACTHUKOB. B KOHIle 00pa30BaTE/IbHOM NPOrPaMMBbl 02KUIAETCS, UTO YIACTHUKH OYIYT JLydIile
IIOHUMATb MECTHBbIE, PErHOHAJIbHBIE, HAIMOHAJbHBIE, & TAaKYKe MEXKyHApPO/HbIE IKOJIOMHYECKHE IMPODJIEMBI, & TaK¥Ke CMOTLYT
06CYyIUTh U TPEJIOXKUTDH AJHLTEPHATUBHOE DEIIeHUE TVIODATBHBIX IKOJIOTUYECKUX KPU3HUCOB JJIs NPUHATHS MEp B MX JIMIHON
JKU3HU, JJIsI CO3/IaHusi 6ojiee yCTORInBOM cpebl Jyisi Oyayiiero nokosierusi. OCHOBOI IpOeKTa Oy/IeT U3ydeHne eCTeCTBEHHBIX
B3auMoielicTBuil B 9KocucreMe. Ocoboe BHUMAaHUE YEISeTCsl AaHTPOIIOTEHHBIM BO3JEHCTBUAM Ha IIPUPOIHYIO CPEJLY, YTO IPUBEIIO
K HapyueHuio crabuiabHocTH. [losTOMy 0CcoO0e BHMMaHUE OYIET YAEIATHCS KyJIbTYPHOU 3KOJOTUU OXPAaHSIEMOU TEPPUTOPUU, U
OXKHUAETCs, UYTO YYACTHUKH BBIPAGOTAIOT IiIyGOKOEe MOHMMAHUE B3AMMOJEHCTBUS Y€JIOBEKA U OKPYKAIOIIEH CPEJIbL.

KuarouyeBbie cJjioBa: HAIMOHAJIbHBIA IAapK, OXpaHsieMble TEPPUTOPHUHU, SKOJIOTMYECKOe oOpa3oBaHUe, YyCTONYHNBOE
HCIIOJIb30BAHNE HAIMOHAJIBHBIX TAPKOB.

C.AGaynax
PhD, Banakecup yHusepcumemi eviavim scone enep Paxyavmemi 2eozpadus wapedpacvirviry npodeccopul, Typrus

Typkusnarsl Kazpgaru ¥Yarreik napki (Maa Taysr) Herisinge skosiorusiibik 6ismiMm Gepy

Annoranusi. By seprreyain makcarsr 2003-2006 xxk. apasbirbiHga bareic Typkusina Kasmarn yiarTeik mapkibazge
KOJIZIAHBUIFAH 3KOJIOTUSJIBIK, OiiM Gepy OarmapiaMachlH 3epTTey KoHe Oaranay O0bIn TabbLIabl. JKOJOTHAIBIK 6l1iM
Oepy acrnupaHT-3epTTEYIIIED MEH CKAayT-MyFaJiMIep/ii TabuFaTTaFrbl 3aHIbLIBIKTAPFa OKBITY yiIiH Ka3jgaru yiaTThIK MapKiHiH
TAOUFU >KOHE MOJIEHM DEeCypPCTapblH MaiiajiaHyra OarblTTajraH. BarjapaMaHblH MaKCaTbl KATBICYIIBLIADIBIH SKOJIOTUIIBIK,
xabapAapIbIFbIH apTTHIPY 0ok TabbLIaAbl. BiniM Gepy GarmapiiaMaChlHbIH, COHBIH/IA KATBICYIIBLIAD ©3/I€PiHIH »KeKe eMipiHe
mrapaJjiap Kabbuiaay yiiiH, 60Jamiak yprakka TYPaKThl OpTa Kypy YIIIH »KeprijikTi, OHipJIiK, YITTHIK, COHIal-aK XaJbIKapaJsbIK
IKOJIOTUSIJIBIK, MOCeseiepAi »KaKChl TYCiHEIi Jern KyTiiyle; COHbIMEH Karap »KahaHJIBIK 3SKOJOTHSJIBIK JaFAapbICTAP/IbIH,
GaJsiaMaJIbl IIENMIMIH TaJKbLJIall »KoHE YCbIHA ajarTbiH Oosanbl. 2KobaHblH Herizgemeci - Oy 3KOXKyileseri Taburu esapa
opekeTTecyiepi OKbITY. TypaKTBUIBIKTBIH, KbICKapPybIHA OKEJIIIl COKTBIDFaH TAOUFU OpTara JereH aHTPOIOIEHJIK dcepJiepre
epekie Hazap ayaapbliabl. COHIABIKTAH KOPFAJIATHIH ayMaKThIH MOJECHU SKOJOTUICHIHA €PEKIe HAa3ap ayAapblIaTblH GO Ibl
JKOHE KATBICYIIbLIAP a/aM MeH KOpIIaFraH OPTaHbIH ©3apa 9PEKeTTECYiH TepeH TYCIHe Il Jern KyTitye.

Tyitin ceszmep: YurThlk casbak, KOPFAJaTbIH ayMaKTap, SKOJOTUJIBIK OigiM Gepy, YATTBIK caabakTapbl TYPaKTbl
naigagany.
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